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A FEW WORDS To THOSE MINISTERIAL BuetTHREN AND DeEaAcoNS, WHOSE CuURCHEs | | 
SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO VISIT FOR THE AMERICAN MissioONARY ASSOCIATION. . 
i 


Deak BRETHREN: 
It would give me pleasure to visit you each and all, in your respective fields, 


during each year; butit is impossible. Thereare now 234 Gongregational Churches 
in Illinois—whose contributions, for this object, it is made:my duty to look after, 
together with some other churches and outsiders. The 52 Sabbaths allowed us per 
year, are the days for getting a hearing and taking a collection 

We find that unless the people hear upon the Freedman’s cause, very little will 
be given. Iam therefore crowding myself to speak to all) the churches I can. I 
often go to two or three places the same day, still there are many | cannot visit, and 
those churches we seldom hear from. Small some of them imay be, yet we wish to 
hear from each, and from all. Nor can we pass over the larger churches, who bave 
regular ministers, and expect our cause to be as well attended to. We find that ) 
contributions greatly lessen, when the Agent is not present. | While we are spending ‘ 
a Sabbath with smaller churches we may, perhaps logse five times as much as they ; 
give by a falling off in a larger church. The demand for (means, to prosecute our 
great work, is so great that the Agent must act where he cap realize the most. We 
must ask the brethren, then, to whom this is sent, to take their collections without 


waiting for the Agent. Permit us here to suggest: 
1. That you see to it the A. M. A. has a place on youf schedule of objects of 
benevolence, and be sure that it comes before your people once each year, and give | 
it a prominence on Sunday morning. 
2. Will the pastor please preach upon the subject andj give his people all the | 
light and knowledge he may be able to, and stir them to liberality. 
8. How to take a collection:—Some fail here. Let me s¢ggest :—After a sermon 
on the subject show the congregation the subscription bopk we send you, and ask 
each and ali to have their names recorded on this Good Samaritan book. Circulate 
throngh your congregation blank papers, or let some enterprising men carry them, 
and ask each one to write his or her name on them and the amount they will give, 
say in 30 days, or more time, if they choose to so indicate. | State that their names 
are to be drawn off onto the subscription book. Say als¢ that $30 constitutes a 
Life Membership and secures not only a certificate, but our publication in magazine 
form for life—$5.00 given will secure it for one year—$3,00 will secure it in paper 
form for a year. 
4. Appoint a Committee of three or four ¢hterprising lajlies, who have sympathy 
for this object. These are to carry the subscription book | ll abroad to those not 
present, who would aid. They are to see that all is collected that is subscribed, and 
forward the whole to us at 29, Lombard Block, Chicago. Bfother, will you draw off 
the names, yourself, onthe subscription book, and see to it that the Committee is set to 
work. Also send us the name of the Secretary, and names/for our publication. v 
I add—We also have a Sabbath School offering which is explained on the 
enclosed card. You will find itto work well and materially add to the sum total. 
Wishing you success in this and in all your efforts for doing good, | am dear 


Brother, 
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